
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

Is there a need for antibiotic therapy or prophylaxis? 
Refer to www.bugsanddrugs.org 

No further action needed 

Since being labeled with an allergy has the patient tolerated a regimen of… 

Is there a history of penicillin/amoxicillin allergy? 
Refer to First Line App (see QR code below) 

YES 

 

Penicillin and Amoxicillin safe 
to prescribe 

YES 

 

Amoxicillin, ampicillin, or 
amoxicillin-clavulanate Cephalexin? YES 

 

YES 

 

Penicillin and 
Amoxicillin 

safe to 
prescribe 

Amoxicillin safe to 
prescribe (avoid 

penicillin) 

NO or DON’T KNOW 

What was the nature of the reaction? 

Non-Allergic Side Effects 
- Diarrhea 
- Nausea 
- Vomiting  
- Abdominal pain 
- Headache 
- Dizziness 

NOT allergic reaction 
Penicillin and amoxicillin 

safe to prescribe 

Acute Allergic Reaction 
- Hives 
- Urticaria 
- Angioedema 
- Hypotension 
- Breathing difficulty  

Delayed Allergic Reaction  
- Maculopapular 

rash  
- Non-pruritic 

morbilliform rash  
 

Severe Organ Dysfunction  
- ICU admission related to allergy  
- Interstitial nephritis  
- Hepatitis 
- Hemolytic anemia  

Severe Skin Manifestations   
- Stevens-Johnson syndrome  
- Toxic epidermal necrolysis  
- Exfoliative dermatitis 
- Acute generalized 

exanthematous (AGEP) 
- Eosinophilic drug rash with 

systemic symptoms (DRESS) 

Avoid ALL 𝜷-lactam 
antibiotics* 

(including penicillin and 
amoxicillin) 

Management  
1. Cefuroxime (PO), cefazolin (IV/IM) and ceftriaxone (IV/IM) 

considered safe 𝛽-lactam options or for further guidance 
on cross reactivity on 𝛽-lactams see First Line  

2. Assess risk-benefit ratio of using non- 𝛽-lactam options 
3. Consider referral for allergy testing to ensure optimal 

antibiotic prescribing for future appointments  

Management of Penicillin/Amoxicillin Allergic Patients in Dental Practice  
Adapted from BC Centre for Disease Control   

http://www.bccdc.ca/health-professionals/clinical-resources/antimicrobial-stewardship/dental-antimicrobial-stewardship 

NO 

NO 

*NOTE: Clindamycin is 
associated with a high risk of 
C.difficile infection. Prescribing 
requires a risk vs. benefit 
assessment and alternatives 
considered whenever possible.     


